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Wonderful Weather Arrives for Run, Ride & Soar

2016 Events Calendar
Sat. Feb. 20 Chicken Pot Pie  10:30a-6:30p

Sat. May 28 Chicken BBQ  10:30a-6:30p

Jun. 23 & 24 Lancaster County Carriage 
 & Antique Auction  
 w w w.birdinhandauc t ion.com

Sat. Sep. 3 Chicken BBQ 10:30a-6:30p

Sep. 9-11 Run, Ride & Soar 
 5K Race, BIH Half Marathon, 
 Rotary Bicycle Ride, Hot Air 
 Balloon Launch, Pasta Dinner  
 & Community Picnic  
 w w w.bihhal f.com

For more info on any Fire Co. event, call 717-392-0112
SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT:  
WellSpan Ephrata Community Hospital

 

Hosting a Meeting or Party?

Capacity:  Seats 100 theater style or at tables

Handicapped-accessibility: Entire facility, 
including parking spaces and restrooms, no steps

Kitchenette:  Counter space, refrigerator with 
freezer, coffee station, sink & outlets for crockpots, 
ideal staging area for caterers

Technology: Sound system, video projector & 
screen, Internet access

Parking:  25 level spaces close to the building & 
horse tie rails

Types of Rentals:  One-time event or weekly/
monthly rental

Cost:  Meeting room is $175 for 8 hours.  Kitchen 
is rented on a case-by-case basis (requires food 
safety certified person on site for entire event.)

Contact:  Johnny Stoltzfus 717-468-0883

Stay Close to Home & Rent Here!

WellSpan is a charitable, nonprofit 
comprehensive health system in 
central Pennsylvania.  Its mission 
statement is:  working as one to 
improve health through exceptional 
care for all, lifelong wellness and healthy 
communities.  WellSpan Ephrata Community 
Hospital, one of the five respected WellSpan 
hospitals in this region, has been motivated 
by this mission statement to be a sponsor of 
the Run, Ride & Soar weekend for the past 
two years.

WellSpan Ephrata Community Hospital and its 
health care professionals have a rich tradition 
of being an important part of this community.  
Amy Walsh, senior community relations 
specialist at WellSpan Health says, “We chose 
to sponsor this event because it aligns with 
our mission to foster a healthy community.  
Part of that mission includes ensuring that 
our first responders have the resources they 
need to serve their community.  From our 
perspective, this sponsorship is a win-win.”

Both the Bird-in-Hand Fire Company and 
WellSpan Ephrata Community Hospital are 
organizations that care deeply about the 
well being of the local community.  The 
outstanding fire protection and excellent 
health resources they provide make this area 
a desirable place to live.

 

WellSpan encourages local 
residents to become healthy 
and stay that way.  When 
residents participate in the 
events of the Run, Ride & Soar 

weekend it helps to accomplish this goal.  
Many of the runners in the Bird-in-Hand 
5K and Half Marathon come from across 
WellSpan’s service area, including Lancaster, 
York, Adams, and Lebanon Counties.  In fact, 
WellSpan employees were registered for both 
the 5K Run and the Half Marathon.

One patient, one community, and one 
unique health care need at a time.  That is 
the approach WellSpan takes in developing 
and strengthening systems of care in each 
community.  Their goal is for local people 
to have access to high-quality health care 
in their community.  Along with that, 
WellSpan believes in building partnerships 
with organizations like the Bird-in-Hand 
Fire Company to ensure that the health and 
wellness needs of their neighbors in the 
community are being met. 

Currently the Run, Ride & Soar sponsorship 
is the only formal relationship that the Fire 
Company and WellSpan have established, 
but both organizations are open to additional 
partnership opportunities in the future in 
order to continue building a healthy Bird-in-
Hand community.    

Good weather, good attendance, and good bidding all made for a very good Lancaster 
County Carriage and Antique Auction on June 25 & 26, according to Coordinator Jake 
King.  With the tremendous backing of the Bird-in-Hand community and the help of 400 
volunteers, this year’s auction went smoothly and grew in numbers and profits.

It is amazing that 5,000 auction-goers gathered in our small village for the events 
on Thursday and Friday.  There was a 7 percent increase in registered bidders and a 14 
percent increase in consignors.  However, it was the large number of donated items that 
pushed the auction profits up by 65 percent.  These donations included tack, antiques and 
collectibles, a runabout carriage, furniture, and several quilts.

This year the Carriage Auction was advertised as many auctions wrapped into one event.  
Read what attendees said about each individual auction.

In support of their employer's wellness initiatives, WellSpan employees enjoy the evening 5k Run. 
(Karen Comerford #899, Caitlyn Artz #889, Corey Eshleman #883, Tanya Guise #886, Sharla Lester  
#894, Gene Geib #852) 

The finish lane is ready for runners while the event grounds bustle 
with community spirit, food and balloon launches.  

Donated Items Give Carriage Auction a Boost

Community member Ruth Petersheim designed, quilted, 
and donated this special quilt honoring the Hand-in-
Hand Fire Company.  The winning bid was $700! Early Bird Auction  

We own a craft and antique store four hours north of here close to the New York state line.  
We are finding some very good deals at the Thursday evening auction. 

- Towanda, PA

Main Auction

After 30 years of storing our carriages, we 
brought them today to sell at this auction. 

- Orwigsburg, PA   

 
We love horses and carriages and do some 
competitive driving.  We watch the auction 

for a while and find out the prices.  We come 
just in case we see something we want!  

Wouldn’t miss it!

- Central & Southern New Jersey

Plant Auction

We have come to this auction for many, 
many years – even when it was held on the 
farm on Belmont Road.  For us from New 
England, the flowers are a bargain. 

  - Massachusetts

 
This auction gets bigger every year.  It is very 

well organized and the community works 
very hard to pull it off.  I love that the wagon 

boys take my flowers right to my door.

- Bird-in-Hand, PA 
(next door neighbor to the  auction)

This runabout was donated by local 
businesses and individuals.  Proceeds 
helped offset auction overhead costs.

Perennials and annuals have become a major draw 
for  both the Thursday and Friday auctions.  The Fire 
Company appreciates the local support at these blocks.

Lancaster County

Auction

Carriage & 
Antique

A tagline for Run, Ride & Soar is, “The joy of running in community.”  After 
a five-inch rainfall on Thursday, September 10, there was no greater 
joy than celebrating a clear Friday evening with community, including 
both Bird-in-Hand neighbors and out-of-town visitors.  Colorful hot air 
balloons launched, children excelled in the Kids Run, 5K runners crossed 
the finish line, and lots of pasta, pizza, pies and s’mores were served.

On Saturday, September 12 the rain held off for the Half Marathon that 
began at 7:30 am.  The country roads along the course were lined with 
enthusiastic fans and local volunteers who staffed the water stations.  
There were hoses for cooling off and musicians to provide inspiration.  
And as always, the scenery in the beautiful farmlands was exhilarating 
and made the challenging run worthwhile.  (continued on page 2)

Local resident Henry Benner & other guests 
make their selection at the Pasta & Pizza Party.

Energetic children sprint during the Fun Run. Running on Fisher's farm lane near Church Road, 5k 
participants enjoy a perfect evening.

Thank you to the many volunteers who helped make this a 
successful fundraiser for the Fire Company. 

Got Blood for 2016?
Blood Drives 

@ BIHFC
Jan. 6 
May 4 

Aug. 24 
Dec. 14

(Wednesdays)  2:00-7:00pm 
(No appointment necessary.  Just show up!)

Sharing this list with 
your friends, family & 
employees contributes 

greatly to our 
community!

Here are impressive statistics from this successful weekend…

runners
1,751

904 runners

1,300
paying 
guests

1,500 guests

completed Saturday’s Half 
Marathon (it sold out with 
1,800 registrants in May!)

completed Friday evening’s 5K Run

enjoyed Friday 
evening’s 
Pre-race Pasta 
& Pizza Party

enjoyed Saturday’s free Fire 
Company Picnic 
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2015 Fire Co. Leadership

BIHFC 
Mission 
Statement

F I R E  C O M PA N YF I R E  C O M PA N Y
313 Enterprise Dr.  Bird-in-Hand, PA 17505 

717-392-0112

Approved by Board of 
Directors 10/27/2009

We are compassionate volunteers trained to serve our 
community by preventing and resolving emergencies 
within our capabilities. We draw on the character and 
convictions of all who are willing to serve, using the 
resources provided by our community while always 
promoting an atmosphere that encourages our citizens 
to help their neighbors.

BIHFC Vision Statement
Approved by General Membership 9/2010

To continue our mission into the future, we will instill 
our core values of trust, stability, and integrity into the 
organization. We will also:

1. Invite people to participate in all aspects of the 
organization and provide a structure for them to 
use their individual talents, skills, and abilities to the 
betterment of our organization and the community.

2. Maintain an environment that invites people to 
express their ideas.

3. Promote an open forum to ensure innovation and 
new ideas, and to understand technology and 
adopt it when justified.

4. Identify and prepare for changes well ahead of 
when they will occur.

5. Operate the company using responsible financial 
management that provides resources for responders 
today and into the future.

Chief ............................................................Lonnie Kauffman

Deputy Chief ............................................Steve Petersheim

Assistant Chief. ..............................................Lyndon Beiler

Captain 1 .................................................. Ephraim Stoltzfus

Captain 2 ...........................................Christian Stoltzfus, Jr.

Lieutenant 1 ........................................ Michael Burkholder

Lieutenant 2 .........................................................Mark Beiler

Fire Police Captain ........................................Norm Decker

Chief Engineer .................................................... Lance Watt

President ............................................................ Tim Hoerner

Vice President ......................................................Paul Fisher

Recording Secretary .....................................Lavelle Beiler

Treasurer .......................................................... Ivan Stoltzfus

Financial Secretary .............................................. Sam King

Trustees ..............................................................Dan S. Fisher, 

......................................................... Doug Glick, Aaron Fisher

Board Members at Large ............................ Dan J. Fisher,

..........................................Reuben Stoltzfus, Don Boyer

Chaplain ..........................................................Stanley Shrock

Do You Ever Feel Like 
Ripping Something Apart?
Time Commitment:  4-6 hours in February 

Details:  Help is needed in de-boning cooked chicken 
for the pot pie dinner next February.

Contact: Jake King  717-768-3299
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Which Piece 
of the Puzzle are You?

Your puzzle piece 

completes the picture 

of many volunteers 

working together. 

Dinner Help: Ages 12 - 102 !
Time Commitment:  4-6 hours per event

Details:  There are many roles available including 
serving, bussing tables, dishwashing, food prep, 
setup/cleanup, greeting guests, and answering 
phones during an event.  If you can help at just one 
event, we'd love to have you!

If interested in volunteering at a dinner, please call the Fire Hall 717-392-0112 
&  leave  a message with your contact info.  Someone will call you back! 

Run, Ride & Soar (continued from page 1)

@ Hand-in-Hand  
Fire Company

Event Closer
Time Commitment: 6:00pm-8:30pm on 
the Monday after an event

Details:  Even after event day cleanup, 
there's always some odds & ends such as 
laundry, dishwasher wrap-up, organizing 
supplies, etc.

Contact: Eli Esh 
717-656-9147

This event is growing each year.  There is a special community spirit here in Bird-in-Hand that draws 
people from 45 states plus Washington D.C., Puerto Rico, Belgium, Canada, Great Britain, Germany, 
Guyana, Ireland, Scotland and Sweden.   We have a wonderful testimony of neighbors working side-
by-side to benefit the local Fire Company.  We have plenty of goodwill to go around.  When the runners 
come to Bird-in-Hand, they really do experience the joy of running in community.  Read their responses 
to the race.

a.  Off and running, Half Marathon runners begin their 13.1 mile journey.
b.  Gordonville Ambulance personnel are ready to provide vital runner rehab services.
c.  A happy couple displays their horseshoe medals and Road Apple Awards.
d.  Community members gather along Church Rd. to cheer on runners who love our countryside.
e.  Race founders John and Jim Smucker lend their support each year.
f.   Lou Ann Hoerner serves shoofly and apple pie, traditional goodies that represent the hospitality of our area.
g.  Local craftsmen spend significant time hand making all of the awards given at our races.
h.  Local families provide a much-needed service of handing cups to runners at 10 different aid stations.
i.  The end of a perfect evening is making s'mores over an open fire as locals and out-of-town guests mingle.

A Note From the Chief... 
Most people in the United States 
have become familiar with the 

9-1-1 system since it was first implemented in 1968.  Today dialing 
9-1-1 from any telephone in North America will link the caller to an 
emergency dispatch center, which can send emergency responders to 
the caller's location in the United States and Canada. 

When should the 9-1-1 system be used?  Our Fire Company 
recommends that when a fire is discovered, getting out of the building 
and then calling 9-1-1 early is much better than trying to fight the fire 
alone.  

However… someone called 9-1-1 to check the game schedule for his 
favorite football team.  Another person reported his neighbor’s cat 
prowling on his front porch.  Another called to complain about his 
utility bill.  These inappropriate 9-1-1 calls, which are a misuse of the 
emergency system, actually happened here in the Lancaster/Harrisburg 
area. 

Prank calls like these tie up the 9-1-1 emergency phone system 
and can delay response to real 9-1-1 calls.  Remember that the 9-1-1 
system is intended for use in emergency circumstances only; 

those types of situations where 
a quick response from EMS, 

police, or fire is needed.  The 911 
reporting system works well – let’s 

not abuse it.

Written by Chief 
Lonnie Kauffman

When to Call 9-1-1  

BASIC FIREFIGHTER
The pager goes off.  The call comes in.  The 
firefighter immediately heads to the fire hall 
while continually listening to updates on his 
pager.  What roads are being closed?  Who will 
be in charge at the scene?  The more he knows 
about the emergency, the better he can serve.

At the fire hall he gears up, climbs on the truck, 
and pulls on his air mask while en route to the 
fire. Depending in which seat he is riding, he 
will have a specific assignment.  Updates keep 
coming in, a plan of attack is starting to take 
shape, and everyone prepares mentally for what 
will be required.

At the scene every eye is observant, looking for 
concrete clues.  Are there cars in the driveway?  
Are there exits that need to be checked?  What 
type of construction is the building?  What 
color is the smoke?  All firefighters understand 
that their activities at the scene need to be 
coordinated and that the timing of each step is 
important.   

As the Fire Chief implements his strategy, the 
firefighter takes orders.  He might man hoses 
and apply foam.  If he is the vehicle driver, he will 
stay with the truck, start the pump, and open 
and close the valves.  The newest firefighter will 
do the less intensive jobs such as pulling the 
supply line.     

After the fire is contained, the firefighter will be 
thorough and check for re-burns, which might 
mean taking walls apart.  Back at the fire hall, 
the cleanup begins.  He helps sanitize air packs, 
pressure washes all the hoses and trucks, or 
washes and dries the gear.

A Hand-in-Hand firefighter needs to be willing to 
serve in whatever way is required.  Firefighting is 
not just about lights and sirens, but sometimes 
means raking leaves at the fire hall.  He needs 
to a team player since firefighters do not work 
alone.  He also must be safety minded, able to 
formulate a plan, apply the training that he has 
received, and stay focused and calm.

At our Fire Company we have a pool of 25 basic 
firefighters who respond to calls.  We are blessed 
with well-trained, capable firefighters who 
accept orders and work together as a team to 
keep our community safe.    

Thanks to Doug Glick, basic firefighter and trustee, who 
contributed information for this article.   

Positions within the Fire Company:  Joining hands to do the best job possible Financial Report

• If you didn't get a chance to send in your fire dues, there's 
still time to make a donation before the year's end.

• The complete 2015 Financial Report will be published in 
the next newsletter.

Thanks to everyone who contributed 
time, money and resources to the 

Fire Company in 2015! 

Water movement drills on Monterey Rd.Bird-In-Hand crews assisting at the fire at Rodeway Inn. Engine 41-1 on the scene of an assist call on Greenfield Rd. Engine 41-1 parked between Engine 62-2 & Truck 5 during a 
multi-company training at the Chester County burn building.

Junior firefighters practice on the handline during a drill at 
Carriage Machine Shop.

Active Firefighting 
Photo Album 
Photos contributed by Lavelle Beiler
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The following article begins a descriptive series detailing various positions that our firefighters fill.  From basic skills to top management, all roles are vitally important in making our 
Fire Company function well.  We hope these articles help community members better understand how we function as a team using everyone’s strengths within a chain of command.

Change your 
battery.

Change your 
clock.

Daylight Savings Time ends on Sun. Nov. 1, 2015

My neck hurts 
from wearing my 
awesome medal 

around!

Run, Ride & Soar Coordinator Jim Smucker said, “The Fire Company and the Bird-in-Hand community hit 
another grand slam this year!  Although that is baseball terminology and not runners’ lingo, we definitely 
hit this event out of the ballpark!"    

Thank you for the warm welcome!

Great course, great weather, great folks! 

Fabulous race for a superb cause!  I took a photo 
that captures everything: first responders, Amish 

pacer, runners and community! 

This experience is 
worth the flight 
from Germany!!!

Great job again BIH Half 
Marathon organizers. You sure do 

know how to do it right.

This was definitely one of the best, prettiest, 
and friendliest races I've ever done.

Wonderfully organized, beautiful route and amazing people supporting the runners.

During the after-race, I had a 
chance to sit with an Amish family.  I 
thanked them for welcoming us into 

their community and serving us!

Absolutely the most 
organized, family-friendly, 

scenic and downright 
“funnest” race I've ever run!

Beautiful scenery, great volunteers, good 
food, friendliest and most organized race!

Music / Entertainment for Runners
Time Commitment: 
a few hours on Sep. 9 and/or 10, 2016

Details:  Every year, runners love being cheered on 
by the community during their 5k or half marathon 
run.  Would you consider gathering a few friends to 
sing for runners as they pass by?

Contact: Tim Hoerner 
717-291-1687 or timhoerner@comcast.net
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