
Lyndon Beiler signed up with the Bird-in-
Hand Fire Company in the spring of 2004 
when he was 14 years old.  His uncle, Ken 
Kauffman, was Chief from 1988-1992 and his 
service made a great impression on young 
Lyndon.  Plus as a young teenager, he was 
in contact with the present Chief, Lonnie 
Kauffman, and that also influenced him to 
join the ranks of firefighters.

Although Lyndon could not respond to fires 
till he turned 16, he has been very active 
ever since.  He served as a Lieutenant from 
2008-2010, as a Captain from 2011-2012, and 
as the Company Training Officer since 2011.  
In 2013 he was elected to the position of 
Assistant Chief.

He says, “One of the best things the Fire 
Company has given me is an opportunity 
to meet all kinds of people in our local 
community.  It has a way of bringing 
together people from diverse walks of life 
as we focus on one common goal.”  As he 
responds to calls, Lyndon meets people 
whom he has known 
for a long time as well 
as many whom he 
has never met before.  
Either way, he finds it a 
privilege to help those 
who are experiencing 
a crisis in their lives and 
strives to make their 
situation better.

Lyndon finds much fulfillment in helping 
others.  He encourages people in the 
community to join the effort, either in 
responding to calls, helping with fundraisers, 
or supporting the Fire Company in other 
ways as time allows.  He states, “If you come 
with a willingness to give and to work hard, 
you will not be disappointed.”  For Lyndon, it 
is rewarding to serve his community.                     

Lyndon was named Fireman of the Year at 
the Fire Company Thanksgiving Banquet on 
November 14, 2012.
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The Year 2012 in Review
• Answered exactly 100 calls 

 50% structure fires 
 50% rescue, automatic fire alarms, 
 vehicle fires, or EMS assist calls

• Participated in 33 firefighter trainings 
for a total of 1,115.5 hours.  There were 
four cooperative trainings with other 
companies plus training with Gordonville 
ambulance for vehicle rescues.

• Installed new UHF radios in the trucks 
for the new county radio system. The new 
system provides more range and improved 
building penetration for the radio signals.

• Finalized details for our new tank truck, 
which is expected to be in service in 2013.

• Sold 180 carriages, valuable antiques, lots 
of food, and more merchandise than ever to 
1,200 bidders at the Carriage and Antique 
Auction on June 29.  A hearty thank you to 
all of the volunteers!

• At our Memorial Day weekend chicken 
barbecue we sold 2400 halves and on Labor 
Day weekend 2200 halves.  The February 25 
Pot Pie Dinner totals were 1,113 meals and 
1,081 take-out quarts. 

• Hosted 1,900 runners in the Half 
Marathon, 5K, and Kid’s Fun Run on 
September 6 & 7.  We served a spaghetti 
and Amish pizza supper on Friday evening 
and held our Fire Company Picnic under 
the big tent on Saturday afternoon until the 
rains came. 

• Prepared for Superstorm Sandy on 
October 27 by rounding up pumps, 
sandbags, hoses, vacs, chainsaws, and 
chains.  We brushed up on firefighting 
tactics for wind-driven fires and prepped our 
backup dispatch base.  Crews were at our 
station 24/7 during the storm. 
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Sat. Feb. 23 Chicken Pot Pie Dinner 
 10:30 a.m.

Sat. Apr. 13 Ham Dinner  11 a.m.

Sat. May 25 Chicken BBQ  11 a.m.

Thurs. Jun 27 Preview, Food & Auction 
 4-8 p.m.

Fri. June 28 Lancaster County Carriage 
 & Antique Auction  8 a.m. 
 w w w.birdinhandauc t ion.com

Sat. Aug. 31 Chicken BBQ  11 a.m.

Sep. 6, 7, 8 Run, Ride, Soar 
 5K Race, BIH Half Marathon, 
 Bike & Balloon Race, Hot Air 
 Balloon Launch 
 w w w.bihhal f.com

Sat. Oct. 5 Ham Dinner  11 a.m.

Sat. Oct. 19 Family Safety Day 
 Community Lunch & 
 Hands-On Safety Activities 
 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Got Blood?

• While 50% of the population is eligible to 
donate blood, only 5% do so.

• Lancaster General Health (LGH) uses 70-90 
pints of blood every day.

• When you donate w/ LGH blood donor center, 
the blood stays in Lancaster County and is 
never sold or taken out of the community.

• One pint saves 3 lives.

• LGH rarely has enough and must purchase 
blood every month.

• LGH does not charge their patients for the 
blood no matter how much they use.

• Every 3 seconds someone needs blood.

• Every pint is spun down into 3 
components: platelets, 
plasma & red blood 
cells. 

• It only takes 1 hour to 
donate &  you can 
donate every 56 days.

Blood Drives @ BIHFC
Feb 13  •  July 3  •  Oct 23 *
(Wednesdays)  2:00-7:00pm 
(No appointment necessary.  Just show up!)

Blood costs 

$200-$300 

per pint!

Can't make these dates? 
Donate @ LG Blood 
Donor Center - 2104 
Harrisburg Pike, Lancaster 
PA,  717-544-0170 or see LGH's 
blood drive schedule at 
www.lghealth.org

*

717-392-0112

For more info on any 
fire company event, call

2012 Firefighter of the Year

Lloyd Glick  ..................... 1986-2011 
Benuel Petersheim ......... 1987-2012 
James Martin ................. 1987-2012

25-YEAR SERVICE AWARDS 
(announced at the Thanksgiving Banquet)

The Fireman of the Year is chosen through a 
nomination process.

HAVE YOU MADE YOUR 
ESCAPE PLAN?  

= Smoke Alarm

Students from Bird-in-Hand and surrounding areas gathered for Student Safety Day on October 5.  
Our Fire Hall was packed with 334 students, 52 adults, and 60 dedicated volunteers who were 
wonderful role models for our young people.  It was a blessing to watch our community work 
together to educate our youth.  These were the activities for the different age groups...

• Grades K-2: a fire gear demo, puppet show, packaging & look-alikes, 9-1-1 call simulator, a story 
entitled "No Dragons for Tea," water safety, and a drawing station to review basic concepts such 
as hot & cold.

• Grades 3-8: hands-on sessions using fire extinguishers, fire science, power tool safety, road 
safety, kitchen safety, & EDITH (Exit Drills in the Home)

Student Safety Day Attracts    
Over 300 Students

STEP 1

STEP 2

STEP 3

STEP 4

STEP 5

STEP 6

WIN A 
PRIZE!

Draw a floor plan of your home.

Mark all windows, doors, and smoke alarms.

Show 2 ways out of each room in case your main route is blocked 
by smoke or flames.  Make sure windows can be opened easily.

Agree on an outside meeting place where everyone waits for the 
fire department.  Draw and write "meeting place" on your plan.

Get your family together to practice the escape plan. 
It only takes 5 minutes!

Mail a copy of your plan to the Hand-in-Hand Fire Company with 
this info:  First & last name, age, address, phone number & 
parent signature verifying that 
you practiced the exit plan.  
We'll call you when your 
prize is ready!

It was a beautiful day filled with lots 
of learning and intergenerational 
fun.  We might be a small town, 
but we are BIG on loving, 
serving, and teaching our 
children!  

• All students watched a live shed fire, 9-1-1 call & 
dispatch, and fire department response to the live fire.

• Young and old enjoyed ice cream and cookies to 
conclude the day.

• Safety Day 2013 will take place on SATURDAY,  
October 19 and is geared towards families 
(see events listing.)

To be eligible for a 
super-spectacular-
surprise-prize, we 
must receive your 
escape plan by 

FRIDAY, MARCH 22.

Don't forget 
this part!
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A Tanker Committee (composed of Chairperson 
Ephraim Stoltzfus, Dan J. Fisher, Lance Watt, 
Christ Stoltzfus Jr., Lonnie Kauffman, Steve 
Petersheim, and Doug Glick) has been formed 
with the goal of replacing our 23-year-old 
Tanker 4-1 by the end of 2013.  The committee 
members have established specifications for a 
new tanker and are currently evaluating bids.  
Since the present tanker has lasted long beyond 
the 20-year expected service life of fire vehicles, 
it is timely to explain how we maintain and care 
for our Fire Company vehicles.

Firefighter Lance Watt gives an average of 10 
hours a month to preventive maintenance and 
repairs.  By trade he is a forensic engineer who 
investigates commercial vehicle incidents that 
contribute to crashes and the cause of fires.  
Well qualified, he is a mechanical engineer, ASE 
certified medium- and heavy-truck technician, 
and a licensed inspection mechanic.  At the 
Fire Company he has served on the Board of 
Directors, is a Fire Police Officer, is certified to 
operate all vehicles, and helps with the training 
and certification of new drivers.

Lance’s goal is to keep our vehicles in working 
order and ready to respond to calls.  He strives 
to have the mechanical equipment well 
maintained, fully functional, and safe at all 
times.  This is how he maximizes their availability 
to respond:

• Conducts routine monthly inspections

• Monitors the monthly inspections 
conducted by other members of the 
Fire Company

• Maintains maintenance records for vehicles

• Schedules outside servicing at 
qualified repair facilities as needed 
& monitors their work

• Updates the registration, licensing & 
insurance documentation on a yearly basis

One of the most important reasons to be 
diligent about maintaining our fleet of vehicles 
is safety.  According to Lance, “I have conducted 
investigations of fire apparatus involved in 
accidents and in the majority of the cases they 
were volunteer Fire Company units.  Faulty 
maintenance and repairs were significant 
contributing factors in the crashes.  That is why 
I will do everything I can to ensure that our 
vehicles are as safe as possible.”

Because of the terrific community support 
the Fire Company receives for our fundraisers, 
we are well positioned financially to properly 
maintain our vehicle fleet at the highest level.  
Our generous Bird-in-Hand community enables 
us to get the maximum life and service from our 
vehicles and stands with us when they become 
due for replacement. 

Chief ............................................... Lonnie Kauffman

Deputy Chief ............................... Steve Petersheim

Assistant Chief. ................................. Lyndon Beiler

Fire Police Captain ........................... Norm Decker

President ................................................Tim Hoerner

Vice President ........................... Stanley Kauffman

Secretary .............................................. Lavelle Beiler

Treasurer ...................................................Paul Fisher

Financial Secretary ..................................Sam King

Board Members at Large .................Dan J. Fisher

.......................................................... Stephen Stoltzfus

.........................................................................Don Boyer

Chaplain ............................................. Stanley Shrock

2013 Officers

BIHFC Mission Statement

BIHFC Vision Statement

F I R E  C O M PA N YF I R E  C O M PA N Y
313 Enterprise Drive 

Bird-in-Hand, PA 17505 
717-392-0112

Fire Company Excels at 
Maintaining its VehiclesThe year 2012 was a profitable one for your 

Fire Company in Bird-in-Hand, for two main 
reasons.  First, we had fewer emergency incidents 
than during previous years, a testament to 
our citizens practicing safety during daily 

activities.  Secondly, several new 
firefighters and drivers joined 

our team of trained-and-
ready responders!

We welcome community 
members who want to pull 

hose and extinguish fires, or drive the trucks and 
operate the pumps, or help bring order to the 
chaos at a vehicle accident.  After all, the best 
available tools for firefighting and rescue do no 
good unless there are willing, capable people to 
operate them.

We appreciate your donations of time and 
money.  You help us purchase the fire trucks and 
equipment we need.  With our training and your 
support, we work together to make a difference 
in our community.

A Note From the Chief...

2012 TOTAL INCOME & EXPENSES

Percentage of Resident Responses to Appeal is Growing!

$12,150

$53,519

$3,498

$10,689 $5,012

EQUIPMENT

FACILITIES

$27,424

UTILITIES/
GROUNDS

FIRE PREVENTIONOFFICE/ADMIN.

MISC. 

EXPENSES 
$192,293

INCOME 
$192,589

$76,093$54,859

$4,768

$12,980

LOCAL GOVT. 
& GRANTS

COMMUNITY 
FUNDRAISING

COMMUNITY 
DONATIONS

RENTAL/LEASE

MISC.

$43,889

Office Supplies ..............................................1,257
 Postage & Printing .......................................5,437
Dues ...................................................................... 70
Contract Services .........................................3,923

New Equipment..........................................19,304
Equipment Repair/Maint. ........................22,063
Fuel for Trucks ............................................... 2,853
Class A Foam .................................................. 4,660
Training ...............................................................299
Computer/Electronics ....................................254
Base Station ................................................... 4,087

Janitor Services & Supplies .... 3,113
House & Grounds ...................... 2,530
Insurance ..................................... 9,082
Electric .......................................... 6,773
Heating ......................................... 3,798
Sewer/Waste Disposal .................240
Telephone/Internet .................. 1,888Facilities Projects, Building 

Improvements & Repairs ........................12,150

 Refreshments/Banquets ......... 2,161
Merchandise ...................................439
Other .................................................898

Student Safety Day & Safety
Education Materials ................. 5,012

 East Lampeter Twp. ................... 44,800 
Grants............................................. 10,059

Carriage/Antique Auction ....... 20,363
Dinners .......................................... 26,407
Marathon ...................................... 29,323

Donations ........................................9,839
Fire Dues Contributions ........... 34,050

Meeting Room Rent ..................10,730
Sign Lease ....................................... 2,250 

Refreshments/Banquet ..................455
Merchandise Sales ....................... 1,023
Miscellaneous ...................................381
Interest ............................................ 2,910

It is with much gratitude that the Fire Company 
Finance Committee reports that 2012 was 
a strong financial year.  The Bird-in-Hand 
community has contributed in many ways to 
this strength.  With a truly impressive show of 
support, 44% of the residents and businesses 
responded with donations as a result of the 
appeal letters.  This percentage 
is growing and is making a 
wonderful impact on our ability 
to sustain high quality fire 
protection.

Three very successful fundraisers 
in 2012 were the annual dinners, 
Carriage Auction, and Half Marathon 
events.  The Fire Company provided the structure 

and organization and community members 
generously gave their skills, talents, and time 
when we asked you to volunteer at these 
events.  By working together on the fundraisers, 
community members made sure that the events 

functioned well. Your help released 
firefighters to concentrate on 
training and responding to calls.

A trademark of our Fire Company 
is the careful way we make 
decisions, especially financial 
ones.  We are committed to 

being good stewards of the funds 
we have today so that we have resources to 
maintain excellent service in future years.  Thank 
you for working with us toward this goal.

Chicken Pot Pie Dinner Keeps Winter's Chill Away

Join with you
r 

neighbo
rs & 

support t
he Fire 

Company in 
2013!
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Celebrate Life's Milestones at 
Bird-in-Hand Fire Company

Our local neighbors and out-of-town friends are 
invited to the annual Pot Pie Dinner at the Bird-
in-Hand Fire Hall on Saturday, February 23, 2013.  
There are three options to choose from:  take-
out, family style dining in the dining room, and 
a buffet served in the engine bay. The buffet has 
been added to shorten the wait time and give 
better service.

Using local ingredients, our Fire Company offers 
some of the finest, most delicious pot pie in 
Lancaster County.  The chicken is pasture-
raised and fed non-genetically modified grain.  
Thus, the meat we use is rich in Omega-3 fatty 
acids and CLA.  We carefully handle the bone 
stock and broth that comes from cooking off 
the chicken.  The broth is enhanced with locally 
grown, dried herbs and botanicals and flavored 
with naturally seasoned salt.  Flavors abound!

Working by hand, our volunteers roll out the pot 
pie noodles on site so that they are constantly 
fresh throughout the day.  The pepper cabbage 
is also a labor of love and made on site using 
organic cabbage.    

We as a Fire Company have aligned ourselves 
with wonderful food producers in our Bird-in-
Hand area.  Both the applesauce and apple butter 
come from locally grown apples and the dinner 
rolls are from a local bakery.  The organic butter 
on the table is also locally produced.  To finish off 
the meal there are delectable homemade pies 
to choose from, all of which have been donated. 

This is a great family activity for a cold and 
blustery Saturday in February.  Bring young and 
old family members into the warmth and comfort 
of our Fire Hall.  Then enjoy the fellowship of 
neighbors and new friends as you eat a hearty, 
healthy, and tasty meal.









Schedule Your Next 
Gathering Here!

Our clean and modern meeting room was renovated 
and enlarged in 2008. It will meet your needs and 
enhance your social event. Our facility is perfect for 
gathering family and friends and enjoying the special 
milestones in life. We also welcome businesses and 
community groups to use our facility.

Location:  Main floor with two entrances, no steps

Capacity:  Seats 100 at tables

Handicapped-accessibility: Entire facility, including 
parking spaces and restrooms

Kitchenette:  Counter space, refrigerator with freezer, 
coffee station, sink & outlets for crockpots, ideal 
staging area for caterers

Technology: Sound system, video projector & screen, 
Internet access

Parking:  25 level spaces close to the  building & 
horse tie rails

Types of Rentals:  One-time event or weekly/monthly 
rental

Cost:  Meeting room is $175 for 8 hours.  Kitchen is 
rented on a case-by-case basis (requires food safety 
certified person on site for entire event.)

Contact:  Stephen or Johnny Stoltzfus 717-468-0883

Chicken pot pie 
Peas 
Pepper cabbage 
Applesauce 
Rolls w/ apple butter 
Pie & ice cream 
Whoopie pies (take-out only)
Apple cider 
Homemade lemonade 
Coffee

Cost

Menu

Delivery

Saturday, February 23, 2013 
10:30 am - 6:00 pm* 
(take-outs begin @ 9:00 am)

$12 family style or buffet 
$10 take-out
$5/qt. or $18/gal. pot pie only

Complimentary delivery is 
available in a 4 mile radius at 
11:00, 12:00, 2:00 & 4:00.

When

Where Bird-in-Hand Fire Co. 
313 Enterprise Dr. 
Bird-in-Hand, PA 17505

*or till sellout

(Bring your own container for more than a gallon)

____ Complete Dinners @  $10 ea. = ________ 

____ Quarts of Chicken Pot Pie @  $5 Qt. = ________

For Home Delivery:  Mail this card by Feb. 18 to 313 Enterprise Dr.  
Bird-in-Hand PA 17505 or call us Saturday morning 717-392-0112.

Your Name & Address & House Number ______________________

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________

Description of House / Location_____________________________ 

_______________________________________________________

Delivery Time 
(circle one):  

11:00
12:00
2:00
4:00

Photographers 
& Videographers 
for Fire Co. Events

Time Commitment: 2 hours per event

Equipment:  Digital camera (SLR preferred, but 
point-and-shoot will also work!) or digital video 
camera

Details: Whether an experienced photographer 
or someone who just likes to shoot photos and 
take video, we're eager to have your help in 
visually archiving events such as the Carriage 
Auction, Half Marathon, trainings, dinners, and 
Safety Day!

If interested, please contact Amy Wissing 
717-330-3149 or amywissing@gmail.com

Dinner Help
Time Commitment: 4-6 hours per event

Equipment:  You!

Details:  Many of our fundraising events 
involve serving food to the community and 
visitors from outside Lancaster County.  There 
are many roles available including serving, 
bussing tables, dishwashing, 
food prep, set-up/clean-
up, greeting guests, and 
answering phones during 
an event.  If you can help 
at just one event, we'd love to 
have you!

If interested in volunteering at one 
of our dinners, please call the Fire Hall 
717-392-0112 and leave  a message 
with your contact info.  Someone will 
call you back! CH
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We are compassionate volunteers trained 
to serve our community by preventing and 
resolving emergencies within our capabilities. 
We draw on the character and convictions of 
all who are willing to serve, using the resources 
provided by our community while always 
promoting an atmosphere that encourages our 
citizens to help their neighbors.

To continue our mission into the future, we 
will instill our core values of trust, stability, and 
integrity into the organization. We will also:

1. Invite people to participate in all aspects 
of the organization and provide a structure 
for them to use their individual talents, 
skills, and abilities to the betterment of our 
organization and the community.

2. Maintain an environment that invites 
people to express their ideas.

3. Promote an open forum to ensure 
innovation and new ideas, and to 
understand technology and adopt it when 
justified.

4. Identify and prepare for changes well 
ahead of when they will occur.

5. Operate the company using responsible 
financial management that provides 
resources for responders today and into the 
future.

$80,000

NEW TANKER 
FUND

New Tanker Fund .................... 80,000


