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Sat. Aug. 31 Chicken BBQ  10:30 a.m. 
 New!  All-you-can-eat in the  
 air conditioned dining room.   
 Free delivery within 4 miles  
 @ 11:00 & 4:00.  Dining &  
 takeout open until 6:30 pm!  

Sep. 6, 7, 8 Run, Ride, Soar 
 5K Race, BIH Half Marathon, 
 Bike & Balloon Race, Hot Air 
 Balloon Launch 
 w w w.BIHHalf.com

Sat. Oct. 5 Ham Dinner  10:30 a.m.

Sat. Oct. 19 Family Safety Day 
 Community Lunch & 
 Hands-On Safety Activities 
 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. (dessert &   
 social time until 3:00)

717-392-0112

For more info on any 
fire company event, call

ENTER TO WIN!
ESCAPE PLAN
CONTEST  

WIN A 
PRIZE!

To be eligible for a super-spectacular-surprise-prize, we 
must receive your escape plan by FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11. 

STEP 1

STEP 2

STEP 3

STEP 4

STEP 5

Draw a floor plan of your home and mark all 
windows, doors, and smoke alarms.

Show 2 ways out of each room in case your main 
route is blocked by smoke or flames.  
Make sure windows can be opened easily.

Agree on an outside meeting place where 
everyone waits for the fire department.  
Draw and write "meeting place" on your plan.

Get your family together to practice the escape 
plan.  It only takes 5 minutes!

Mail your plan to the Hand-in-Hand Fire 
Company with this info:  First & last name, age, 
address, phone number & parent signature 
verifying that you practiced the exit plan.  
We'll call you when your prize is ready!

Mail to:  Hand-in-Hand Fire Co.  c/o SAFETY TEAM 
313 Enterprise Drive - Bird-in-Hand, PA 17505

Anita and Angelica pretend to 
be firefighters with coats and 
hats.  They waited patiently 
while we older children circled 
the block on the fire truck, 
siren blaring.

On May 2, 2013 The Hand-in-Hand Fire Company honored two 
of Nathan and Martha Bange’s children, Kendall and Larisa, for 
submitting their family’s Escape Plan.  They had read about the 
activity in the Children’s Corner of the Fire Company newsletter 
and completed the project as part of their home-school studies.  
Here is the photo story of their surprising prize!   

The fire truck turned on its siren as it came down Meadow 
Lane and stopped at our house.  Four brave firefighters greeted 
us Bange children:  Kristal (13), Kendall (11), Larisa (10), Angelica 
(8), and Anita (5).

We hurried to our bedrooms to 
practice our Escape Plan.  Here 
Larisa crawls through the upper 
hallway.  She is headed to the 
safety of our meeting place 
outside by the telephone pole.

What fun to tour the fire 
truck!  We learned about the 
equipment and how it fights 
fires.  Chief Lonnie helps 
Kendall strap on an air pack.

Everyone loves ice cream and whoopie 
pies!  It was a part of our prize for 
making an Escape Plan.  Our parents 
say that the firefighters were great!  
They treated us to much more than 
our family ever imaged or expected.

The Day the Fi re Truck 
Came to Our House By Kendall and Larisa Bange

Grandparents, parents, children, and all those who care about safety in the 
Bird-in-Hand area – mark your calendars with a big red check for Saturday, 

October 19!  Along with many hands-on educational experiences 
for children, there will be specific seminars for adults.  For example, 
a session for grandparents and parents about the latest in car seat 
safety (including how to install them!)

Time for dessert and socializing from 2:00-3:00 pm will wrap up 
this special day that is planned for our local families and friends. 
Note:  This is a fun activity for grandparents and grandchildren to 
enjoy together! 

Questions? Call Amy Wissing 717-330-3149.

Grandparents, Parents & Children...

Family Safety Day
Saturday, October 19, 2013  

11am-2pm

Got Blood?

• While 50% of the population is eligible to donate blood, only 5% do so.

• Lancaster General Health (LGH) uses 70-90 pints of blood every day.

• When you donate w/ LGH blood donor center, the blood stays in Lancaster 
County and is never sold or taken out of the community.

• One pint saves 3 lives.

• LGH rarely has enough and must purchase blood 
every month.

• LGH does not charge their patients for the blood 
no matter how much they use.

• Every 3 seconds someone needs blood.

• Every pint is spun down into 3 components: 
platelets, plasma & red blood cells. 

• It only takes 1 hour to donate &  you can 
donate every 56 days.

Blood Drive @ BIHFC   Wednesday, Oct 23 *
2:00-7:00pm  (No appointment necessary.  Just show up!)

Blood costs 

$200-$300 

per pint!

Can't make this date? Donate @ LG Blood Donor Center - 
2104 Harrisburg Pike, Lancaster PA,  717-544-0170 or see 
LGH's blood drive schedule at www.lghealth.org

*

 

Friday, September 6
5-8 pm PRE-RACE AMISH PASTA PARTY     4-8pm 
 All-you-can-eat spaghetti & Amish pizza meal  
 Everyone is welcome (community members,  
 athletes & spectators!)  •  Served by Fire Co. 
 volunteers @ starting line tent  •  Adults $11  • 
 Children 4-12: $4  •  under 4 FREE

5:45 HOT AIR BALLOON LAUNCH

6:15 KIDS’ FUN RUN

6:30 5K RUN 

7:30-9 BONFIRE & S’MORES PARTY 
 FREE for everyone! 
 Features Bart Yasso. 
 
Saturday, September 7 
7:15 am  HOT AIR BALLOON LAUNCH

7:30 am HALF MARATHON 
 Sold out! - 1,400 runners registered

12-4 pm FIRE COMPANY/COMMUNITY PICNIC 
 Everyone is welcome  • Food is provided / 
 donations accepted  •  Volleyball & kids' events

5:45 pm  BIKE & BALLOON RACE LAUNCH

Events @ Smucker Homestead  2727 Old Phila. Pike, Bird-in-Hand

Be a part of the race, 
without leaving home!
If you live along the race route, 
runners greatly appreciate cheering, 
encouragement, a misting hose, or a little 
entertainment.  Show your community 
spirit and do something that suits you or if 
you're short on ideas, contact Fire Company 
Chaplain Stanley Shrock 717.587.6284. 

Welcome to the Bird-in-Hand 
Half Marathon Events!

All proceeds benefit the Bird-in-Hand Fire Company 
www.BIHHalf.com and www.RunRideSoar.com

Community Spirit Beats the Rain at 2013 Carriage Auction 
Rains fell, winds blew, and tents collapsed.  Everyone in the Bird-
in-Hand area will long remember the challenging week for our 
Lancaster County Carriage and Antique Auction, June 24-28, 2013.  
But the very best memories are of an incredible spirit that rose up 
out of our community as the weather swirled relentlessly and crisis 
after crisis demanded that we work together to save our auction. 
(continued on page 2)

INCLUDED:   Lunch & dessert  •  Age-appropriate activities for 
children and youth  •  Special Junior Program for toddlers & 
preschoolers through 2nd grade)  •  Goody bags

Wow, what a mess!  Pra ct ice 
us ing a fi re ext ingu isher 
at Safety Day!

(must preregister - 

open up to race day)

-5- -6-



2013 Officers

BIHFC 
Mission 
Statement
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313 Enterprise Drive 
Bird-in-Hand, PA 17505 

717-392-0112

Recently a technician 
serviced the fire 
extinguishers at 
my day job.  A co-
worker of mine 
remarked, "A number 
of the workers here are 
firefighters, and they're picky about their 
fire extinguishers!"  

My response was, "Fire can strike 
anywhere, anytime – it is common 
sense to be prepared."  A recent fire here 
in Bird-in-Hand is a prime example.  A 

normal workday 
ended with a very 
large fire that was 
sparked by an 
electrical malfunction 
within a wall.

In everyday life we take many safety 
precautions.  We wear seat belts while 
driving and helmets while playing 
baseball.  We also need to take 
precautions in our homes, such 
as installing fire extinguishers and 
changing the batteries in our smoke 
detectors.  Teaching our families how to 
call 911 and how to exit our homes safely 
during a fire is one of the most important 
safety precautions of all. 

A Note From the Chief...

Approved by Board of 
Directors 10/27/09

@ Hand-in-Hand Fire Company

 

Celebrate Life's Milestones at 
Bird-in-Hand Fire Company

Our clean and modern meeting room was 
renovated and enlarged in 2008. It will meet 
your needs and enhance your social event. 
Our facility is perfect for gathering family and 
friends and enjoying the special milestones 
in life. We also welcome businesses and 
community groups to use our facility.

Location:  Main floor with two entrances, 
no steps

Capacity:  Seats 100 at tables

Handicapped-accessibility: Entire facility, 
including parking spaces and restrooms

Kitchenette:  Counter space, refrigerator 
with freezer, coffee station, sink & outlets for 
crockpots, ideal staging area for caterers

Technology: Sound system, video projector & 
screen, Internet access

Parking:  25 level spaces close to the  building 
& horse tie rails

Types of Rentals:  One-time event or weekly/
monthly rental

Cost:  Meeting room is $175 for 8 hours.  
Kitchen is rented on a case-by-case basis 
(requires food safety certified person on site 
for entire event.)

Contact:  Stephen or Johnny Stoltzfus 
717-468-0883

Do You Like to 
Take Pictures?

Time Commitment: 2 hours per event

Equipment:  Digital camera (SLR preferred, 
but point-and-shoot will also work) or 
digital video camera

Details: Whether an experienced 
photographer or someone who just likes 
to shoot photos, we're eager to have your 
help in visually archiving events such as the 
Carriage Auction, Half Marathon, trainings, 
dinners, and Safety Day!

If interested, please contact Amy Wissing 
717-330-3149 or amywissing@gmail.com

Dinner Help
Time Commitment: 4-6 hours per event

Equipment:  You!

Details:  Many of our fundraising events 
involve serving food to the community and 
visitors from outside Lancaster County.  
There are many roles available including 
serving, bussing tables, dishwashing, food 
prep, setup/cleanup, greeting guests, and 
answering phones during an event.  If you 
can help at just one event, we'd 
love to have you!

If interested in volunteering at one of 
our dinners, please call the Fire Hall 
717-392-0112 &  leave  a message 
with your contact info.  Someone will 
call you back! 

We are compassionate volunteers trained 
to serve our community by preventing and 
resolving emergencies within our capabilities. We 
draw on the character and convictions of all who 
are willing to serve, using the resources provided 
by our community while always promoting an 
atmosphere that encourages our citizens to help 
their neighbors.

BIHFC Vision Statement
Approved by General Membership 9/2010

To continue our mission into the future, we 
will instill our core values of trust, stability, and 
integrity into the organization. We will also:

1. Invite people to participate in all aspects of 
the organization and provide a structure for 
them to use their individual talents, skills, and 
abilities to the betterment of our organization 
and the community.

2. Maintain an environment that invites people 
to express their ideas.

3. Promote an open forum to ensure innovation 
and new ideas, and to understand technology 
and adopt it when justified.

4. Identify and prepare for changes well ahead 
of when they will occur.

5. Operate the company using responsible 
financial management that provides 
resources for responders today and into the 
future.

Tips for Hurricane Preparedness

High Winds...
• Bring in outdoor furniture, 

garbage cans, and other items 
that are not tied down

• Have a tarp and 2x4’s ready 
to temporarily fix roofs

Rainfall Flooding...
• Move valuables up out of 

places that are flood-prone

• Clean out debris from rain 
gutters & downspouts

• Check condition of hoses, sump 
pumps and generators 

• Check fuel supplies

• Do not drive around barricades 
and through high water

Fallen Trees...
• Keep trees and bushes well trimmed 

to improve wind resistance

• Remove dead trees & limbs 
before a major storm

• Check chainsaws and fuel

• Do not work on trees that 
touch electric wires

Loss of Power...
• Collect a three-day food 

and water supply 

• Keep refrigerator and freezer 
closed as much as possible

• Keep battery-powered lights and 
radio and extra batteries on hand

Bake Cakes @ Fire Hall

Time Commitment: 4-6 hours

Equipment:  You!

Details:  Mix up & bake cakes at the fire hall 
kitchen, let cool, then come back to spread 
the icing.  Gather a few friends and make a 
morning of it.  Or, do it alone and enjoy the 
peace and quiet!

If interested, please 
contact Judy 
Kauffman 
717-768-3210

Hospitality Help @ Safety Day

Time Commitment:  5 hrs. on Sat. Oct. 19

Equipment:  You!

Details: No prior knowledge necessary!  
Nothing to prepare!  Lead a group of adults 
and children through short, hands-on 
sessions at Safety Day.  Your main jobs are 
people-moving and being an enthusiastic 
participant. 

If interested, please contact Amy Wissing 
717-330-3149 or amywissing@gmail.com

If you're not available on Saturday, but 
would like to help with preparation, 
setup, or cleanup, call Amy!

Chief ..................................................... Lonnie Kauffman

Deputy Chief .....................................Steve Petersheim

Assistant Chief. ....................................... Lyndon Beiler

Fire Police Captain .................................Norm Decker

President ......................................................Tim Hoerner

Vice President ................................. Stanley Kauffman

Recording Secretary .............................. Lavelle Beiler

Treasurer .........................................................Paul Fisher

Financial Secretary ........................................Sam King

Board Members at Large ......................Dan J. Fisher,

..........................................Stephen Stoltzfus, Don Boyer

Chaplain ................................................... Stanley Shrock

Community Contributions Add Up to Generous Totals
In the Bird-in-Hand community, many individuals step up to the plate and do their part.    
That is certainly true of the results of our 2013 Spring Fund Appeal.  All gifts, no matter 
how large or small, are appreciated because they add up quickly and help us reach our 
financial goals.  Your generous monetary contributions show your dedication to keeping 
our community strong.  Thank you!

2013 YTD Income ..........$129,918*
Fire Dues Contributions & Donations ...........  35,306 

Carriage & Antique Auction .............................  12,588 

East Lampeter Twp. .............................................  28,000 

Fundraising Dinners ............................................  23,718 

Grant Income.........................................................  11,823 

Meeting Room Rentals & Sign Lease .............  10,727 

Interest & Miscellaneous Income ...................... 1,627 

Merchandise Sales .....................................................  333 

Ladies Auxiliary Income ........................................ 5,796

2013 YTD Expenses .............$54,071
Utilities & Grounds, Insurance .........................  20,720

Equipment - New, Repair, Maint. ....................  18,231

Office & Administrative ......................................... 6,374

Building Improvements & Repairs .................... 3,054 

Miscellaneous Expenses ....................................... 3,151 

Fuel (trucks) .............................................................. 1,733 

Fire Prevention ............................................................  512 

Refreshments/Banquets ..........................................  277 

Training ............................................................................ 20 

*All income over and above expenses goes towards the new tanker purchase.
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All Gifts Count!

Total amount of fire dues received to date is $33,600.  We are on pace to exceed donations 
from last year by over 15%.  Please use the enclosed envelope to submit a contribution if 
you haven’t already done so this year.

"It's common 
sense to be 
prepared."

The destructive effects of hurricanes and tropical storms typically occur in our Mid-
Atlantic region during the months of August, September, and October.  “Much of the 
preparation for large storms in our area is good common sense,” says Safety Committee 
Member Ephraim Stoltzfus.  “Being diligent about a few simple precautions can help 
avoid damage by water, trees, and wind.” 

There are many common-sense safeguards that each family can put into place to deal 
with a pending natural disaster.  It is important to prepare your home and family.  But 
here in Bird-in-Hand it is equally as important to be prepared so that you can help your 
neighbor be safe and recover from the storm’s effects too.    

New Tanker Coming to Bird-in-Hand in Early 2014
• A "tanker" is a fire truck that supplies water at a fire scene.  It sends water to the 

fire trucks that actually attack the fire.

• Our 1990 tanker is showing its age... but we have used it very successfully over 
the years to help squelch fires, so we are replicating its basic design!

• The new tanker will feature 4,000 gallons of water, a completely enclosed cab 
for firefighter safety and comfort, and more horsepower to conquer the hills 
when we assist neighboring fire companies.

Watch for an informative brochure this fall that introduces 
this new piece of firefighting equipment!     

(continued from front page)  In spite of having to prepare for the sale in drenching rain 
and destructive winds, Organizer Jake King summarized the 2013 auction this way.  “The 
community effort was awesome.  Even though the profits were down because of extra 
expenses, the event was still successful.  The success came in the way the community 
people pulled together to do whatever it took to solve the problems caused by the weather.  
Attitudes were great – no complaints or long faces.  The weather brought out the good, 
better, and best in people.” 

The Good...  First ever Dutch Oven meal on Thursday evening sold out in spite of having to 
rearrange serving lines, change cooking times and locations, and eat at tables with pools of 
water at everyone’s feet.

The Better... Friday, the day of the sale, dawned sunny 
and beautiful.  A record number of 5,000 attendees, 
including 1,525 bidders, carefully walked over 
sawdust-covered mud on the auction grounds and 
enjoyed buying, eating, and fellowshipping. 

The Best... Countless community people stepped up 
to do whatever was necessary, even setting up a 100' x 
160' replacement tent in the middle of the night.  And 
donors, such as the Robert J. Gunterberg Charitable 
Foundation, came forward with contributions to help 
cover the extra expenses.    

We, the Bird-in-Hand Fire Company, are very grateful 
for a supportive community and thank each of you 
for standing with us during the 2013 auction week.
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